The Gutenberg Bible

Biblia Latina (Bible, in Latin)
Mainz: Johannes Gutenberg, ca. 1455
Rare Book Division

oo cornesoneof g Ihe West, the Guteniberg Bible
oy the technological and artistic achievements

of Johannes ety (o, 1396-1488) of Malnz, Germany. The

Thass printing of dentical texs, which had herdly been passible

before Gutenber, greatly facilizted the spread of knowledge,

eroasad lieracy, and played a crucial ole in the development

e Renaissance, the Auo o Enlghenmont, and th Scientc e
dustrial Revolutions.

Iberg is credited as the first European 1o employ movable metal
i the production of books. This technology—coupled with his
6 of cil-based inks and a wooden, mechanical printing press—
onstituted a significant advance over handwriting and woodblack
inting, the most common means of book production at that time.
forerg mostkely completed workon he Bl by November
ing establishment through
s were printed; 48 are known to

5ivie purchased in 1847
« was later one of the
o 0 be b ought to the Americas.
Vork is the stuffof rorantic legend: Lenox's agent
offcers in the Customs House to rermove their hats
1. in honor of the achievements it represents.




